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Joy Bivins joined the staff of the Chicago History Museum in 2002. Since that time, Bivins 

has collaborated on a number of diverse exhibition projects including Teen Chicago (2004); 

Without Sanctuary: Lynching Photography in America (2005); Facing Freedom in America 

(2010; and Inspiring Beauty: 50 Years of Ebony Fashion Fair (2013). 

 

Ms. Bivins presents regularly at local elementary and high schools and has presented at the 

annual meetings of the American Association of Museums, the Association of African 

American Museums, the Association of Midwest Museums, and the Costume Colloquium 

in Florence, Italy. She has contributed to the Journal of American History, Chicago History, 

NKA, and co-edited the exhibition catalog for Inspiring Beauty. In addition to curatorial 

work, Ms. Bivins has taught classes on museum interpretation at the University of Illinois 

at Chicago and the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. A native Chicagoan, Ms. Bivins 

completed her undergraduate education at the University of Michigan and graduate 

education at Cornell University.  


